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1 Nov  55 


2,  LOCATION 

5c  li  d ad . Calif omia 


3.  DATE-TIME  CROUP 
Locol^ 


T.MT01/0930Z 

5-  PHOTOS 


□ Y«s 

rfl  No 


i.  T'^Pe  ^ OBSERVATtON 

X!  Visual  □ Ground-Radar 

Cl  A^-Viiuot  O Air-lntorcopt  Radar 

X“si5uRCl 

etylllain  *prlBOnery 


7.  LENGTH  OF.OBSERVATION 

still  In  sight  at  reporting 
time 


e.  number  OF  OBJECTS 


9.  COURSE 


HH  SE 


17.  CONCLUSIONS 

O Was  Balloon 
D Probobly  Balloon 

□ Possibly  BalloOfi 

□ Was  AircraFf 

Q Probobly  AircroFt 
O Possibly  AircroFt 

Wos  Asfronoml  col  Jupitar 
probably  AstrorvoTritcal 
Possibly  AstTonomicol 

□ Olhor 

P losuffici0nt  Data  for  Evaluofion 

□ Unknown 


10*  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SICHTING 

Oblong,  vfale  light  vhit  blue  light  under, 
hovering,  no  sound,  seemed  to  be  hovering 


IL  COMMENTS 

Astronomical ; 
JUPITEH 
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Soled ad,  California 

3 November  1955 


"I  was  on  GOC  ^atch  from  12j30  to  4:30  AM  on  Ocf  1955  here 

4-  c T was  seannine  the  Eaet  and  Southeast  mountain 

at  Solfidau  * i-  wa  v*w*4«tVi+'  riVilart  Mv  watch  buddl© 

ranges  at  1.15  AM  I «,Uh9n  oall^'lt  L,  at  "1.17  A«.« 

aatohed  It  for  about  teo  alnutoa  a^  then  nallM  it  , 

Tf  ro*ie  slowly  from  the  east  and  swung  slowly  to  tne  som-u 

It  rose  sioffijf  wwm  «t  /.in  AM  and  it  ”the  chject”  was 

all  the  tif'ie.  We  went  off  waocn 

at  1:00  o'olonlc  high  Si-,  of  the  post." 


/a/ 


Ground  Observer  Post 
Soledad  State  Prison 
Soledad,  California 


TrjIS& 

PATRICK  0 SHERE 
Captain,  USAF 
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Soledad,  California 
3 Kov  55 


"I  come  on  duty  as  GOC  observer  at  4j3C  AM  Nov  1 55  at  OP. 

The  12  to  4 vetch  Informed  me  of  these  things  and  so  I kept  a look 
out  for  them  until  they  went  out  of  sight  -ftt  5:45  AM  Nov  1 55." 


Ground  Observer  Post 
Solodad  State  Prison 
Soledad^  California 


Captain  I USAF 
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Incloauro  5 to  Part  One 
SOURCE'S  Statement 


Solodad  California 
3 Nov  55 


"At  4:30  AM  1 Nov  55  I was  going  on  watch  ten  yards  froo 
Soledad  observation  post.  I Icolced  up  and  saw  a yellowish  white 
sphere  moving  slowly  across  the  sky  from  southeast  to  south  followed 

by  an  elliptical  object,” 


/s/ 


Ground  Observer  Post 
Soledad  State  Prison 
Soledad,  California 
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PATRICK  0 SUSRE 
Captain,  USAF 
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SUPPIRMKNTARY  INVEST  TO  AT  T'/?.  EFFORTS: 

f. 

1.  A check  with  the  Oo.'nbat  Operations*  Center,  2Sth  Air  Division 
(Def),  Hamilton  AFB,  Oallf  (DJNJ  2904)  revealed  that  the  AG  & W site 
near  SOLED AD,  CALIFORNIA  (lVFG  4126)  had  reportei  negative  contact 
during  the  period  in  question. 

2.  The  CAA  ^feather  Station  at  SALINAS,  CALIFORNIA,  (DJPG  2041), 
stated  there  was  no  unusual  weather  phenomena  that  might  account  for  the 
sightings, 

3.  Contact  was  made  with  the  LICK  OBSElRVATOftY,  located  on  4,380 

ft.  MT.  HA’  ILTON  (DJPK  2320),  approximately  50  air  miles  north  of  the 
SOLTIOAD  UFOB  sighting.  Dr,  Jeffers,  astronomer  and  member  of  the  staff 
at  LICK  QBSE.H1/ATORY,  made  the  following  observations;  At  the  time  of  the 
sighting,  the  planet  Sirius  was  visible  high  in  the  southeastern  sky, 
but  it  wac  not  except lunally  bright,  nor  likely  to  be  misteken  for  a 
UFOB,  Tiercury  was  nn^-  visible  until  just  before  sunrise,  «ni 
definitely  ruled  a»ay  the  possibility  that  it  might  have  been  Venus,  Th< 
planet  Jupiter  rose  at  ‘ipfroxLirata^ly  24OO  hrs,  and  was  bright,  white  In 
color.  The  planet  rone  at  apcroxlmately  0200  hrs,  farther  to  the 

F^st  than  Jupiter,  nnJ  wmq  ■Inscribed  as  red -yellow  In  color.  T'oere 
were  no  other  unusuttl  n-ttronomlcal  phenomena  seen  from  the  ob^’orvotory 
on  the  morning  In  quci'rlOtt) . 


The 


4.  Major  MIGHAI'l  S.  KRFTO'ft',  Officer  In  Charge,  Project  Moby  Dick, 
VFPNALI3,  CALP’ORHTA,  (DJFH  4238)  was  contacted.  He  stated  that  no 
launching  operations  t.nnk  place  on  the  morning  in  question.  Launchings 
occurred  on  2,  4 ani  **  N 'V  55,  but  all  releases  were  recovered. 
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CO.*f’''ENTS  of  Preparing  Offinerj 

1.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Preparin  ■ Officer,  this  sighting  was 
probably  caused  by  the  planet  Jupiter  for  the  following  reasons: 

a*  No  other  identification  criteria  are  consonant  with 
the  reported  facts  of  the  sighting. 

b.  The  planet  Jupiter,  bright  and  white  in  color,  rose 
at  approxisaately  2400  hra  on  31  Oct  55,  and  in  the 
approxirate  location  of  the  reported  sighting. 
Although  the  reported  shape  and  size  are  unusual, 
for  a planet,  I believe  the  SOTOIES  are  mistaken 
in  their  report  of  these  two  aspects.  The  direction 
of  movement  (East  to  West),  the  rainbow  variations 
in  color,  and  the  duration  of  the  sighting  all  lend 
credence  to  the  planet  hypothesis, 

0.  Although  the  SOURCES  clalrsd  to  have  seen  two  objects, 
Um  fact  that  the  distance  which  separated  the  two 
objects  varied,  and  at  tines  almost  merged,  plus  the 
C'lct  thf.t  the  two  objects  always  seemed  to  form  a 

u Ingle  unit,  is  believed  to  have  been  an  optical 
1 n ua  1 r !J  , 


PATRICK  0 SHER5 
Captain,  DSAF 
Officer  In  Charge 


C011MENTS  of  Approving  Officer: 

Concur  with  the  opinion  of  the  Preparing  Officer  that  the  sighting 
was  probably  caused  by  the  planet  Jupiter, 
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.diys,  Tttltt  IJ,  U.  S.  C„  ^eefjons  TPS  7P4.  Its  tt^ntmission  or  fNA  r«K«U|jon  of  its  contents  in  any  inanner  fo  an 
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AIR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


SUBJECT 


AfTEA  HEFOHrtO  QN 

SOI£DAD_^ALIFaRNrA.  USA  

FROM 

Det  1.  l*602d  AISS 

DAfeOF  AEPORT' 

10  NOV  5$ 

date  Or'  fwt  p nation 

1 NOV  55 

EVALUATION 

MLPArttO  BY  iOjfle^r) 

PATRICK  0 SHERE,  Captain,  USA? 

HerCFiEHCtS  crWrfl/  4irfetift,  pfiwiOHS  rffwf,  fU.,  *tj 


SO^HCC 


CHESTER  E.  McViHORTER  and  othera 


JCT  JlBg_28lh.  JJL  DXi^5M=03Q  - - 

SUMMARY;  (lintirr  ttc mn^rir  uf  rfjwfi.  Oi«  ii>i  nnai  cmt*»m!ewct  fJH  at  Jtn*^  trft^  llcffin  tat  of  report  on  ,1 F for  m Ui—I'qri  / /,) 

I.  CONTENTS  I 

PART  ONE  I Daacrlptlon  of  sighting  by  SCLEDAD  STATE  I^SON  jj^natea,  on 
GOC  duty.  Team  1 vaa  eonpriaad  of  ^nA|BMMp|IM  ,and 

Team  2 members  ve re  and  iMfljMfWHnMMil  The  first  team  was  on 

duty  iYom  2l*00  until  OUOO,  and  the  second  team  was  on  watch  from  OUOO  until  0800, 

PART  TV/0 1 Supplementary  In7eatlgatlye  Efforts 

i 

PART  THREE*  Coitiments  of  Preparing  Officer 

II.  SUl-tMAUY:  An  unldentiriud  flying  object  was  reported  near  SCLEDAD, 

CALIFORNIA,  (DJPO  hl26),  at  01/0^172  NOV  (0117  hoofs  PST,  1 Hoy 
Information  contained  In  thl^i  report  was  obtained  from  the  two  GOC  obseryera 
who  made  the  original  obe»r'»«  ^ I on,  and  from  the,  two  GOC  obsenrers  on  the  fol- 
lowing watch.  Supplementary  *n formation  obtained  from  yarioua  indlvlduala  and 
agencies  is  credited  In  P/.'T  ^^C  'of  this  report. 

III,  INVESTIGATOR*  T/SGT  rRANK  B.  MORGAN 

A?  l7?lJi012 


A''^oE  A 


TATRICK^O  ShSe^ 
Captain,  USAF 
Officer  In  Charge 


Y 

I/, /A.  X-cr-’*--- 

$ (See  Individual  Parts) 


APPROVED* 


U 

JOHN  H VvHITE  ■ 
Colonel,  USAF 
Commander 


D(5Tfl/StJno#l  BY  OHlGINArOH 


D/I,  USAF;  Comdr,  ATIC;  D/l,  28  ADlv;  Comdr,  l*602d  AISS;  OIC,  Det  1,  U602d  AISS 


HfiTU^  saTiDNAL  OfF!-H$£OF  THE  lr^  t TED  FIAT'S  WITHIN  THt  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  ACT.  SO  U S C 
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I.  SOURCES: 


Address:  Soledad  State  Prison 

Soled ad,  California 


>^e:  21 

Occupation: 


Inmate,  SOLEDAD  PRISON  for  the  past  2 l/2  years 
Previously  served  in  US  Marine  Corps  as  Radio 
Operator  for  2 1/2  years. 


Education:  Completed  10th  grade.  Radio  School  USMC. 

Qualifications:  Seven  months  experience  as  GOG  observer 


Address  t 


Soledad  State  Prison 
ujltvlad,  California 


Age;  2? 

Occupatiuo:  Inmate  SOLEDAD  STATE  PRISON,  nine  months. 

Telephone  lineman,  previously  served  in  US  Navy 
as  cook  for  2 1/2  years, 

Educatlij":  High  School  Graduate 


Qualiflct*  ns;  GOG  observer  for  1 month. 

# * ♦ 


Address:  Soledad  State  Prison 

. Soledad,  California 

Occupation:  Iivnate  SOLEDAD  STATE  PRISON,  21  months. 

KOJJE. 

Education:  2 years  High  School 

Qualifications:  GOC  observer  for  two  months 
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Address  t Soladad  State  Prison 

Sol  ad  ad,  California 

Occnpatlcnt  Occupation:  Inmate  SOLED  AD  STATE  PRISON,  2 l/2_ 

years.  Telephone  lineDnan. 

Education I High  School  Graduate 

Qualifications:  COC  observer  for  seven  months. 


II,  RELIABILITY:  The  four  men  who  nvade  the  observation  discusaed  In  this 

report  gave  almost  identic;:  I .stories.  Since  the  observation  was  made  from  a 
common  point  and  under  conti  1 1,  Innn  exactly  alike,  the  four  men  have  been  treated 
as  one  compooLto  source,  AIL  t.ur  are  inmates  of  SOLKDAD  STATE  PRISON,' assigned 
to  the  Honor  Hnrracks  of  pi'lnm,  which  la  located  three  quarters  of  a mile 
from  the  main  prison  compoui'J,  himates  assigned  to  this  3ecti»-n  are  those  who 
have  committed  leaser  crlml  -pt  orTansas  and  who  hav'e  a record"  of  good  behavior 
in  the  prison.  They  ore  i ^ - 1/  i.Jilgned  duty  on  the  prison  farm,  3CUR0SS 
volunteered  for  work  with  * • ..lion  GOC,  and  were  selected  on  the  basis  of  their 
prison  records.  They  aope-  --  ' ■*  nseientious  and  very  interested  in  GOC  work  and 

aware  of  the  responsibility  Auvoived,  They  have  b-en  commended  for  their  excel- 
lent work  by  their  GOC  Saotor  '’gt,  i'/SGT  M.  H,  GUTHERIE,  Det  1,  Sector  4,  GOC, 
SALINAS p CALIFORNIA,  and  ar-i  v-'ry  proud  of  this  recognition.  During  the  inter- 
view, SOURCES  tried  to  be  jr-*'  n and  exact  in  answering  questione.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  invest Igatu r , ' ' JES  are  considered  reliable  observers  and  re- 

porters. No  attempt  has  b--  ■ i 9 to  assess  their  reliability  in  any  other  aspect 

III.  SOURCES’  DESCRIPTT'  SIGHTING:  Team  1 was  at  the  observation  post, 

SOLEDAD  STATE  PRISON  on  the  - C400  shift.  At  010915Z  NOV  55,  they  observed 

an  object  rising  slowly  fm-n  bf.hind  the  mountains  in  the  east.  The  object  ap- 
peared to  be  solid,  spheric*’ 1,  *^rlght  white,  and  the  size  of  a silver  dollar 
held  at  arms  lenr^th.  Almoit  '.■"•mediately  after  this  was  sighted,  SOURCES  observed 
approximately  one  inch  below,  a smaller  object,  which  they  described  as  oval  in 
shape,  bluish  in  color,  and  the  size  of  a half  dollar  held  at  arras  length.  ^ 

(Refer  to  Incl  for  Sketch.)  Both  objects  appeared  to  be  r>ne  cohesive  unit, 
always  moving  simultaneously  and  at  the  same  rate  of  speed.  At  010917Z  NOV  55, 

team  1 reported  the  sighting  to  the  O^iKLAND  FILTER  CENTER . 

The  objects  initially  appeared  to  rise  at  an  angle  cf  45®  frcm  the 
eastern  horizon,  then  slowly,  at  a speed  estimated  between  1 and  2 ?'PH,  moved 
in  a southeasterly  direction.  It  *.»as  estimated  at  90°  from  T.  North,  fbjacts 
were  still  visible  in  the  s'^utheast  at  011230Z  ffOV  55,  when  team  1 was  reldeved 
by  team  2,  The  objects  had  by  this  tine  climbed  to  an  angle  of  approx  90°  from 
the  horizon,  and  were  at  approx  135°  from  T,  North. 


am 


atched  th'’  ‘jbjects  move  slowly  fro~i  th'i  sruth^ast  to  the 


II  *,  h,- 


■There  they  dtscppeared  behlmi  che  mountain  range  in  the  southwest  at  0113452  N'O'/  55 
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It  was  a bright  mcorjlpht  night,  cold,  dry,  windless  and  cloudless, 
with  many  stars  visible.  The  objects  did  not  apprear  to  change  In  *;hape,  but 
appeared  alternately  clear  and  tren  blurred.  Objects  appeared  to  be  station- 
ary at  times;  occasioTially , the  ?»iialler  object  was  ebscured,  drawing  closer 
to  the  larger  object,  and  then  dropping  down  to  its  original  position. 

There  was  no  sound  from  the  objects.  Objects  sometimes,  but  not  always,  appeared 
as  the  color  of  fire  (yellow,  orange,  red  and  blue,)  when  viewed  through 
binoculars  (7  X 50)  several  times  within  each  hour  of  observation. 


None  cf  the  SOURCES  wear  spactacl 
from  an  unobstructed,  unenclosed  platform. 


spectacles,  and  all  observations  were  made 


5 Incls! 

1.  Sketch  of  Object 
2-5,  SOURCES'  Statem-^nts 
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Inclogure  3,  to  Part  Cna 

Sketch  of  Course  of  Objsota,  drawn  by  Investigator  as  described 
by  SOURCES. 
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Soled  ad , California 

3 Ncveraber  1955 

”Te  first  observed  the  object  as  it  rose  fror  behind  the  range 
of  mountains,  the  larger  objaet  appeared  frtst,  then  later  the 
smaller  one  Joined  It,  They  both  rose  steadily  then  appeared  to 
stop*  The  smaller  one  then  seemed  to  rise  to  meet  the  larger  one, 
then  dropped  to  its  original  positions  then  they  continued  upward, 
then  changed  course  and  traveled  in  a horizontal  line." 
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Ground  Observer  Post 
Soledad  State  Prison 
Soledad,  California 
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